BABYLONIAN AND ASSYRIAN RELIGION

enemy was so menacing  that  even  the great
Merodach (if we understand  the  text rightly)
began to falter.    This, however, was not for long,
and the king of the gods stood before Tiawath,
who, on her side, remained firm and undaunted.
In a somewhat long speech, in which he re-
proaches Tiawath for her rebellion, he challenges
her to battle, and the two meet in fiercest fight.
To all appearance the type of all evil did not
make use of honest weapons, but sought to over-
come the king of the gods with incantations and
charms.    These, however, had not the slightest
effect, for she found herself at once enclosed in
Merodach's net, and on opening her mouth to
resist   and   free   herself, the  evil wind, which
Merodach had sent on before him, entered, so
that she could not close her lips, and thus in-
flated, her heart was overpowered, and she became
a prey to her conqueror.   Having cut her asunder
and taken out her heart, thus destroying her life,
he threw her body down and stood thereon.    Her
followers then attempted to escape, but found
themselves surrounded and unable to get forth.
Like their mistress, they were thrown into the
net, and sat in bonds, being afterwards shut up
in prison.   As for Kingu, he was raised up, bound,
and delivered to be with Ugga, the god of death.
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